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The present thesis aims to study the dynamics of Russian-Romanian relations during the First
World War. The work focuses on the political dimensions of the relations between the two
states; the diplomatic negotiations, the conclusion of the Russian-Romanian alliance, and its
evolution; the impact of the Russian Revolution on Romania and its relations with the

revolutionary ally.

Aim and Objectives

Most of the works published so far were based on sources accessible to their authors:
the works of Romanian historiography appealed exclusively to Romanian sources. In contrast,
those in Russian historiography used only Russian sources. Therefore, one of the main
objectives of this thesis is to use both Romanian and Russian sources. Although the COVID-
19 Pandemic and the Russian aggression in Ukraine made it impossible to study the documents
from the Russian archives, I decided to correct this deficit by including the documents that had
been published by Soviet or Russian historians, and which are virtually unknown and have not
been studied by Romanian historians. By introducing these sources in the Romanian
historiography, the thesis aims not only to re-evaluate or recontextualize this topic, but also to
offer new interpretations, a new perspective on this subject, and to launch new working
hypotheses, which I would like to follow in future studies.

The majority of the works that study the relations between Bucharest and Petrograd
during the First World War have focused on the political and military aspects. The present thesis
aims to argue that the Russian Revolution and its political and social impact on Romania played
an equally important role also in the inter-war period, not only during the First World War.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the Russian aggression in Ukraine prevented me from gaining a
better understanding of the military aspects of the Russian-Romanian alliance. Therefore,
without altering the analysis of the present thesis and completely ignoring these military
aspects, to which I refer at various times, this study focuses mainly on diplomacy: the
negotiations when Romania was neutral in the First World War, and the political and social
problems that were generated by the Russian Revolution. The chronological limits of the thesis

are the assassination of Duke Franz Ferdinand and the July Crisis, the prelude to the First World



War, and the collapse of Romanian-Russian relations in January 1918. From that moment the
relations between Romania and Bolshevik Russia entered a new era whose roots can be found
in the events from 1917, however, this new stage exceeds the purpose of the thesis.

Regarding the diplomatic aspects of Russian-Romanian relations, the state of research
has not yet passed the level of positivism — an approach that was dictated by the political and
ideological realities from various epochs, positivism represented a means to elude the rigors of
the regime and a mechanism which protected the historical professionalism. The study of
Russian-Romanian relations has been limited to the chanceries of the two countries: the one
from Bucharest for Romanian historiography, and the one from Petrograd for Russian
historiography. Therefore, an objective of my thesis is to use the diplomatic correspondence in
a larger context of Russian-Romanian relations and the First World War. This approach is based
on the idea that the relations between the two countries did not evolve in a hermetical
environment but were conditioned also by other factors, like diplomatic and propagandistic
initiatives of other countries (whether they were neutral, enemies, or potential enemies or allies)
whose own interests and objectives could interfere with the relations between Romania and the
Tsarist Empire; the objectives of the two parties, which were different according to their
authors, be them civil or military actors, which were adapted according to military
developments and contradictory information, which led to readjusting the perspectives towards
certain states or events. The process of examining the political and military evolutions and
decisions from a time of crisis, like the Great War, with its succession of rapid events and
contradictory information, whose checking was limited by time, knowing when something
happened is not enough. It is necessary to know also when it happened, how, why, and what
the political actors knew about this or what they thought they knew, how information influenced
their attitude, actions, and decisions, and how all of this was reflected in diplomatic relations.

The outbreak of the Russian Revolution in February 1917 had a deciding impact on the
relations between Jassy and Petrograd, and also on Romania’s war effort, as more than one
million Russian soldiers were present along the front of Moldavia, as they constituted, actually,
the Romanian front, and Romania was dependent to Russian logistics. The political leaders of
Romania followed with concern the implications of the Russian revolution, as the news
regarding its development and the propagation of revolutionary activities among the Russian
soldiers from Moldavia were regarded with fear, as they could threaten the social order and the
internal politics of Romania. If the works from 1950-1960 exaggerated the proportions and the
implications of the Russian Revolution on Romanian society, the studies that have been

published in recent years argued that the impact of these events on Romanian internal affairs



was a modest one, due to various reasons: the isolation of the Romanians from Russian troops,
the linguistical barrier, the Russophobia of the Romanian society, soldiers and officers. Without
contesting these ideas, I warn about the lack of an in-depth analysis regarding the propagation
of revolutionary ideals in Romanian society and the measures adopted by the Romanian
authorities when confronted with revolutionary agitations. The outbreak of the revolution in
February 1917 and the presence of a large number of soldiers in Moldavia represented a serious
challenge for Romanian political and military leaders, whose concerns were rightfully justified.
The present work aims to fill this void in Romanian historiography and on the one hand to
present the propagation of revolutionary ideals among Romanians and how the society received
them, and on the other to analyze the actions of the Romanian authorities regarding the
Revolution both on internally and externally, retracing also the breaking of the Romanian-

Russian alliance.

Sources and methodology

The original character of the present analysis is the use of documents from the former
archive of the Romanian Communist Party. This archive was created in the 1950s by taking
documents related to Russian-Romanian relations and the history of leftist movements from
other archives (Army, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Siguranta,
Ministry of Justice, the Government, etc.) and given to the Institute of History of the Romanian
Communist Party, where access to these documents was severely limited. The whole archive
was moved back to the National Archives in 1990 and contains valuable documents related to
negotiations between Russians and Romanians, or parts of the correspondence of Constantin
Diamandi, the Romanian ambassador to Petrograd, or documents related to the events from
1917, which have not been to a great extend until now. A novelty for Romanian historiography
is represented by the analysis of various documents from the Martial Courts as part of a larger
discussion related to the events from 1917 and the impact of the Russian Revolution on
Romania.

I used various collections of documents which have been published in the recent years,
like Constantin Diamandi, ministru al Romdniei la Petrograd. Memorii, corespondenta,

diplomatica (vol. I-1II)!, Documente privind istoria romdnilor. Legatia romand la Petrograd

! Constantin Diamandi, ministru al Romdniei la Petrograd, vol. I, Memorii, corespondentd, diplomaticd 1914-
1915, dr. Elena Musat, Laura Dumitru (ed.), Bucuresti, Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, 2020; Constantin
Diamandi, ministru al Romdniei la Petrograd, vol. II, Corespondenta diplomatica 1915-1916, dr. Elena Musat,
Laura Dumitru (ed.), Bucuresti, Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, 2021; Constantin Diamandi ministru al
Romaniei la Petrograd, vol. 1ll, Corespondenta diplomatica: 1917-1918, Elena Musat, Laura Dumitru (ed.),
Bucuresti, Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, 2022.



(1914-1918). Documente’, Misiunea Generalului Coandd la STAVKA (1916-1917)°, Frontul
Romdanesc 1916-1917.

Regarding Russian sources, I used mainly the 10 volumes of the collections of
documents Mejdunarodnie otnoseniia v epohu imperializma’. They cover more than half of the
period, which is studied in this thesis, but they require methodological precautions. The Journal
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the correspondence between the minister and STAVKA,
which were published in 1920 in Krasnii Arhiv®, represent an important source, albeit they also
have to be studied carefully due to various methodological issues. Another important source is
represented by the works Constantinople et les Detroits. Documents secrets de [’ancien
Ministere des Affaires étrangéres de Russie’, containing documents regarding the straits of
Bosphorus and Dardanelles which had been published by the Bolsheviks in newspapers and
scientific journals or works during the first decade after they came to power.

I used also British documents, which are available online on the website of the National
Archives, together with Italian®, French®, German'®, and Austro-Hungarian'! documents, in

order to understand the complex framework of European politics and diplomacy.

2 Documente privind istoria romdnilor, Colectia Eudoxiu Hurmuzaki, seria a 3-a, vol. 1, Legatia romadnd la
Petrograd (1914-1918). Documente, Gheorghe E. Cojocaru, Eugen-Tudor Sclifos (ed.), Bucuresti-Braila, Editura
Academiei Roméane, Muzeul Briilei ,,Carol I”. Editura Istros, 2018.

3 Misiunea Generalului Coandd la STAVKA (1916-1917), Vasile Popa (ed.), Bucuresti, Editura Militard, 2010.

4 Frontul Romdnesc 1916-1917. Culegere de documente, editic de Dinu Postarenco, Bucuresti, Editura
Militara, 2020.

5 Mejdunarodnie otnoseniia v epohu imperializma, Seria I11: 1914-1917, vol. I-X, Moskva, Gosudarstvennoe
Sotialno Economicescoe Izdalstvo, 1933-1938.

6 Krasnii Arhiv”, nr. 26-31/1928; nr. 32/1929.

7 Constantinple et les Detroits. Documents secrets de I’ancien Ministere des Affaires étrangéres de Russie,
Livre premier-seconde, A. de Geouffre de la Pradelle, L. Eisenamnn, B. Mirkine Guetzevitch, P. Renouvin (ed.),
Paris, Les Editions Internationales, 1932.

8 Documenti diplomatici italiani. Ministero degli Afaceri Esteri. Commisione per la publicazione dei
Documenti Diplomatici, Quinta Serie (1914-1918), vol. I-XI, 1954-1984.
® Documents diplomatiques francais. 1871-1914, Ministére des affaires étrangéres. Commission de publication
des documents relatifs aux origines de la guerre de 1914, vol. I-XLIII, Paris, Imprimerie nationale, 1929-1959;
L’entrée de la Roumanie dans la Grande Guerre. Documents diplomatiques francais (ler janvier-9 septembre
1916), Réunis, présentés et commentés par Gabriel Leanca, Paris, L’Harmattan, 2016.

10 Die Grosse Politik der Europdischen Kabinette 1871-1914. Sammlung der Diplomatischen Akten des
Auswidrtigen Amtes, vol. I-XL, herausgegeben von Johannes Lepsius, Albrecht Mendelssohn Bartholdy und
Friedrich Thimme, Berlin, Deutsche Verlagsgesellschaft fiir Politik und Geschichte, 1922-1927; Ultimele 67 de
zile din domnia Regelui Carol I al Romdniei. Telegrame, Studiu introductiv, traducere si note de Sorin Cristescu,
Targoviste, Editura Cetatea de Scaun, 2016.

" Osterreich-Ungarns Aussenpolitik. Von der bosnichen Krise 1908 bis zum Kriegsausbruch 1914. Diplomatische
Aktenstiicke des dsterreichisch-ungarischen Ministerium des Aussern, vol. I-1X, ausgewihlt von Ludwig Bittner,
Alfred Francis Pribram, Heinrich Srbik und Hans Uebersberger, bearbeit von Ludwig Bittner und Hans
Uebersberger, Wien und Leipzig, Osterreichischer Bundesverlag fiir Unterricht, Wissenschaft und Kunst, 1930;
Misiunea contelui Czernin in Romdnia, Sorin Cristescu (ed.), Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 2016.



Memoirs represent another category of primary sources, and I used works written both
by Romanian'? and Russian!® political and military leaders. These sources have to be
approached with care, as the defeats from 1916, the retreat to Moldavia and the difficulties
caused by it, the Russian Revolutions, and the Bolshevik rise to power led the authors of the
memoirs to justify their actions. I included also the memoirs of the members of the French
Mission to Romania'#, foreign diplomats to Bucharest and Jassy'*, and also those written by
officers, soldiers, and other members of the Romanian society'®, in an attempt to understand
the effects of the Russian Revolution on the Romanian society and army.

Another important source is represented by the press, which I analyzed to understand
the opinions and beliefs of the Romanian public opinion, but also how Romanian politicians
controlled the public discourse, especially after Romania entered the war and censorship was
established.

The present research was conducted according to the methodological exigencies of the

History of International Relations, as they were theorized by Pierre Renouvin and Jean Baptiste-

12 Alexandru Averescu, Notite zilnice din razboiu. 1916-1918, Bucuresti, Editura Cultura Nationald, 1937; I.
G. Duca, Memorii, vol. 1, Neutralitatea (1914-1916), vol. 11, Razboiul. 1916-1919, editie si schita biografica de
Stelian Neagoe, Bucuresti, Editura Machiavelli, Editura Institutului de Stiinte Politice si Relatii Internationale,
2015; Alexandru Marghiloman, Nofe Politice, vol. 1: 1897-1915, vol. 1V: 1918-1919, Bucuresti, Editura
Institutului de Arte Grafice ,,Eminescu”, 1927; Maria, Regina Romdniei, Jurnal de Razboi, vol. 1 (1916-1917),
vol. 11 (1917-1918), vol. 111 (1918), editie ingrijita si prefatd de Lucian Boia, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2014-
2015; Gheorghe Gh. Marzescu, Fapte si impresii zilnice (1917-1918), editie ingrijita si note de loan Lacusta,
Bucuresti, Editura Curtea Veche, 2004.
13 Aleksei A. Brusilov, Moi vospominaniia, Moskva-Leningrad, Gosudarstvennoe izdatelstvo otdel voennoi
literaturi, 1929; Piotr Vranghel, Memorii (1878-1928), Briila, Editura Istros a Muzeului Briilei ,,Carol 17, 2017;
A. F. Kerensky, The Kerensky Memoirs: Russia and history’s turning point, London, ed. Cassell, 1965; A. 1.
Denikin, The Russian Turmoil. Memoirs: Military, Social and Political, London, ed. Hutchinson&Co. Paternoster
Row, 1922; Aliatul inamic. Descopunerea armatei ruse §i pericolul bolsevizarii Romaniei in memoriile generalilor
Monkevitz si Vinogradski, editie de Serban-Liviu Pavelescu, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2019; Lev Trotki,
Viata mea. Autobiografie, Bucuresti, Meteor Publishing, 2015.
14 Marcel Fontaine, Jurnal de Rdzboi. Misiune in Romdnia, noiembrie 1916-aprilie 1918, Bucuresti, Editura
Humanitas, 2016; Henri Berthelot, Memorii si corespondenta. 1916-1919, Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 2012.
15 Contele de Saint-Aulaire, Confesiunile unui batrdn diplomat, introducere si note de Mihai D. Sturdza, Bucuresti,
Editura Humanitas, 2003; Otto Czernin, In the World War, London, New York, Toronto and Melbourne, Casell
and Company LTD, f.a.; Charles J. Vopicka, Secretele Balcanilor. Sapte ani din viata unui diplomat in centrul
furtunos al Europei, lasi, Editura Institutul European, 2012.

' Jon F. Buricescu, Pe margini de prapastie. Insemndri din Razboiul pentru Intregire, f. 1., Asociatia Generala
a [alomitenilor, f.a.; Cluceru Dinu, Povestiri de pe front. Fapte mici savarsite de cei mici, Bucuresti, Institutul de
Arte Grafice ,,Eminescu”, 1935; Raul Dona, Jurnalul unui medic militar, 1917-1918, editie ingrijita de Iulia
Vladimirov si Viorica Milicescu, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2018; I. M. Dumitrescu, Jertfa si biruintd,
Focsani, Editura Librariei Alex N. Leon&Co., f.a.; Aurel I. Gheorghiu, La hotarele Moldovei. Note si insemnari
din Razboiul pentru fntregirea Neamului Romdnesc, Bucuresti, Tipografia ,,Dimitrie M. Ionescu”, 1925; Nicolae
lorga, Memorii. Insemnari zilnice (mai 1917 — martie 1920). Razboiul national. Lupta pentru o noud viatd politicd,
vol. I, Bucuresti, Editura Nationala S. Ciornei, f.a.; G. T. Kirileanu, Martor la istoria Romaniei (1872-1960).
Jurnal si epistolar, volumul 1. 1872-1914, Bucuresti, Editura Rao, 2013; Costin Petrescu, La lasi, in timpul
razboiului. 1916-1917. Insemndrile unui pictor refugiat, editie ingrijita, studiu introductiv, cronologie si note de
Virginia Barbu, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2018.



Duroselle,and have been upgraded by various borrowings from the Theory of International
Relations, especially the Constructivist Theories. More than a methodological instrument, the
theory of international relations represents a means to enlarge the perspective of the present
analysis, in order to causes and the implications of historical facts and events. If, traditionally,
the relations between states have been analyzed through their political interests, as revealed by
their diplomatic acts and gestures, the history of international relations implies taking into
account other factors than politics and the human factor: economic, demographic, financial,
social, religious, ideological, etc. These can determine and influence the decisions of the
statesman to the extent that he owns the means to use them. Although the document as a primary
source still represents the foundation of every research, the theory of international relations
leads to better use of the diplomatic document — an analysis of the cause, implications, and
reasons that stood behind its writing, could lead to a much complex quantitative and qualitative
analysis.

In order to understand and explain the effects of the Russian Revolution, I used statistics,
as they have been presented as a methodology by Charles M. Dollar and Richard J. Jensen'”.
The data that can be found in documents of martial courts was centralized and systematized, in

order to present the real dimension of various phenomena present in the Romanian Army.

Structure of the paper

The thesis is divided into six chapters. The first chapter, entitled Romdnia si Criza din
lulie, analyzes the politics in Romania during the crisis that predated the First World War. The
first part of this chapter is focused on the public reactions towards the assassination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand and the Austro-Hungarian ultimatum. The last two sub-chapters are dedicated
to the talks between Romanian political leaders and foreign ambassadors, and also to Romanian
diplomatic approaches.

The second chapter, entitled Negocierile romano-ruse pentru atragerea Romaniei in
razboi (1914-1916), focuses on the diplomatic negotiations between Bucharest and Petrograd
during the two years of Romanian neutrality. I did not do a thorough analysis of these
negotiations, as they are a well-studied subject, but my objective was to analyze the various

issues that were raised by both sides, like the matter of the straits, the transfer of weapons and

17 Charles M. Dollar, Richard J. Jensen, Historian’s guide to statistics. Quantitative analysis and historical
research, Huntington, Robert E. Krieger Publishing Company, 1971.



equipment to the Ottoman Empire, or the objectives which were pursued by the Russian military
and political leadership.

In the third chapter, Miscarea socialista din Romdnia in perioada neutralitatii (1914-
1916), 1 analyze the activity of the Romanian Social-Democratic Party during the two years of
neutrality, with the following objectives: to present the attitude of Romanian socialists towards
the war, their main actions, but also the impact of their activity on Romanian politics and
society.

The fourth chapter, Scurta istorie a Revolutiei Ruse, presents the unfolding of the
Russian Revolution during 1917. Although it is not an original analysis, a good knowledge of
the revolution is necessary in order to gain a better understanding of the impact that it had on
diplomatic, political, and social evolution of Romania.

In the fifth chapter, Armatele ruse si Revolutia pe frontul romdnesc, 1 analyze the
impacts of the presence of Russian troops on the Romanian front. The revolutionary dynamics
of the Russian armies are analyzed through the lens of a series of important moments of the
Russian Revolution: the February Revolution, the Kornilov Affair, the October Revolution. A
subchapter is dedicated to the military campaigns from the summer of 1917. Far from being an
analysis of the military history of this campaign or of the contribution of the Russian armies to
the victories won by Romanians, the purpose of this part is to underline the state of spirit that
was present among the Russians, what determined them to fight, or to flee, in order to
understand how these events influenced the attitudes or the decisions of the Romanian military
leadership.

The sixth chapter, Revolutia Rusa si impactul politic asupra Romdniei, analyses the
political impact of the Russian Revolution on Romania: its effects on Romanian internal
politics, the real or ,,imagined” strategies that were used to protect the political status quo and
to avoid any revolutionary activities in Romania. The analysis takes into account the dangers
to Romanian security posed by the presence of more than one million Russian soldiers in
Moldavia. I sought to understand on the one hand how the Romanian authorities managed this
issue, and on the other, the deterioration of the relations between Jassy and Petrograd, which
was generated by the complications of the Revolution and the mounting internal pressure on
Romanian leadership. The analysis considered also the evolutions of the Romanian Socialist
Movement, which due to the impact of the Russian Revolution became a new source of pressure
on the government from Jassy and a new topic of debate between Romania and Russia. The last
part of the chapter is dedicated to the breaking of the Russian-Romanian alliance due to the

October Revolution and the subsequent decision of the Romanian leadership to sue for peace.



In the last chapter, Revolutia Rusa si Armata Romdna, 1 sought to understand the impact
of the Russian Revolution on the Romanian Army. I analyzed the documents from the martial
courts, which represent a unique approach to Romanian historiography. The analysis is based
on the trials of martial courts of the Fifth and the Thirteenth Divisions, and of the Second Army,
that took place between 26 October 1916 — 30" of May 1918. The last part of this chapter is
dedicated to a case study: Flidman Bernard was a medic of the ambulance of the First Cavalry
Division when in 1917 he was accused of being a possible socialist sympathizer and spreading
and commenting news about the war, which led to him being convicted for a month in prison.
The whole file consisting of the documents from his trials has been preserved and allowed me
to analyze the actions of the Romanian authorities regarding the matters involving the possible

spreading of revolutionary ideals among Romanian soldiers.

Selective Conclusions

At the beginning of the First World War, Romanian politics suffered a series of
transformations caused mainly by Vienna’s support for Bulgaria, which ended the Second
Balkan War, therefore the relations between Romania and Austro-Hungary grew cold.
However, this did not lead to a radical change in Romania’s foreign policy, but to a relaxation
of the relations with the Russian Empire. The collaboration during the peace conference from
Bucharest in 1913, the visit to Constanta of the tsar and the imperial family in June 1914, the
talks regarding a possible matrimonial alliance between Prince Carol and one of the tsar’s
daughters, the quick conclusions of a political agreement less than two months from the
outbreak of the First World War, created the impression of the consolidation of the Russian-
Romanian relations. However, these represented, actually, the results of rapid restructuration
and adjustments of Balkan geopolitics and did not affect in any way either Romania’s foreign
policy or Russia’s. The main issue between the two states remained unsolved: Romanian
wanted to fulfill its national ideal, the union with Transylvania, and for this, it needed an alliance
with Russia but continued to consider Moscow as a danger to its security. On the other hand,
Russia sought various allies considering the evolutions of the war, and Romania appeared as a
suitable candidate, but Moscow did not wish to contribute to the consolidation of Romania’s
power, which could become an obstacle on its path to the straits.

The impact of the Russian Revolution on Romania has been reduced to the Agrarian
Reform or has been exaggerated by the Communists. However, without coming closer to the
proportions that were imagined by the Communists, the Revolution had, undoubtedly, a

powerful impact on Romania’s politics, society, and army.



The first challenge for the Romanian authorities was managing Russian troops' presence
in Moldavia during 1917. Of course, the distance to Petrograd meant that the destructive effects
of the Revolution took longer to appear on the Romanian front, and there were few acts of
extreme violence, but this did not mean that the authorities did not meet with difficulties. The
government from Jassy was faced with multiple threats at the existence of the Romanian state,
like the demonstration on the 18™ of April/1* of May, on Labour Day, or the rebellion of the
Russian garrison from Socola, at the beginning of December. The danger was avoided through
skillful politics, like using military force only as a last resort, or exploiting the weaknesses of
the Russian soldiers, in this case, bribing them with alcohol.

All these incidents, the inability of the Russian government and the Russian military
commanders from Moldova to control them, and the shift in the foreign policy of the new
authorities from the Russian capital, who sought to end the war without annexations and
compensations, led to a rift in the Russian-Romanian relations. Until the fall of 1917, the
dialogue between Bucharest and Petrograd consisted only of protests and complaints. The
October Revolution and the decision of the Russian and Romanian governments to conclude
peace sealed the fate of the Russian-Romanian alliance, which had already stopped working
months ago.

The main effects of the Russian Revolution in Romania were the creation of the
necessary legislation for the agrarian and electoral reforms, born out of the desire of the
Romanian authorities to contain the possible effects of the revolution on Romanian society,
especially the possibility of reviving the activity of the Romanian Socialist Movement. The
radicalization of some of the Romanian socialists who were exiled to Odessa and were in
contact with the revolution led to a split between them. Two groups were formed: the moderates
and the radicals, and their split had a long-term effect on the Romanian socialist movement.

There are various reasons for the lack of popularization of the revolutionary ideals
among soldiers and peoples, in general: the isolation between the Russian and Romanian troops,
the linguistic barrier, the Russophobia of the Romanians, and the Romanophobia of the

Russians.
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